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A study of Angels, Who or What are they? Part 1 

 
Over the next several weeks we will be looking into the subject of 
angels. For centuries there has been a continual fascination on 
the topic with hundreds of books being written. Here are just a 
few examples. 
 

• Angels of God-Our Guardians Dear: Today's Catholics         
Rediscover Angels . . . Have you ever wondered what your 
guardian angel looks like - or if you're still under angel surveil-
lance? This book will reacquaint you with those celestial       
creatures that you first discovered in your childhood prayers. 
This book includes: captivating stories of angels at work in the 
lives of the saints; inspiring accounts of angels intervening in the 
lives of people  today; and Mary and the angelic realm  discover 
why she's called the "Queen of Angels." 

 

• 104 Questions Children Ask About Heaven & Angels 
 

• Angels and the New Spirituality: What do angels really 
do for people? How accurately are angels portrayed in 
books and on TV? 
 

• Angels Unawares: touching portraits of angels as special friends of the imprisoned, the 
endangered, the persecuted, and those who preach the good news. 

 

• Where Angels Walk: Do you believe in angels? If you do, you'll love this New York 
Times bestseller heralding angelic intervention in human affairs.  

 

• A Book of Angels: Reflection on Angels 
Past & Present & True Stories of How They 
Touch Our Lives 

 
There are approximately 277 references to  
angel(s) in the bible. The first mention of      
angels is found in Genesis 3:24 “So He drove 
the man out; and at the east of the garden of 
Eden He stationed the cherubim and the    
flaming sword which turned every direction to 
guard the way to the tree of life.” the last is in 
Revelation 22:16 
 

I. What are angels? 
 

• Angels are God’s messengers: 
 

The term “angel” is derived from the Hebrew word malak which means  
“messenger”  and the Greek equivalent, agelos (which also means “messenger”), are 
the two most   common terms used to describe this class of beings in the Bible. 
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Hebrew 4397  ךַמְל� mal’âk  BDB Definition: messenger, representative: translated angel (100), 

angels (10) 
 

Genesis 16:7 (NASB) 7Now the angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the 

wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. 
 
Greek 32  ἄγγελος aggelos  Thayer Definition: 1) a messenger, envoy, one who is sent, an angel, 

a messenger from God: Translated angel (96), angels (80) 
 

Revelation 22:6 (NIV) The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The 

Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things 

that must soon take place.” 
 

• Angels are created, limited Spirits: 
 

Nehemiah 9:6 (NASB)  “You alone are the LORD. You have made the heavens, The 

heaven of heavens with all their host, The earth and all that is on it, The seas and all that is 

in them. You give life to all of them And the heavenly host bows down before You. 
 

Psalm 148: 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were 

created. 
 

Colossians 1:16 (NASB) For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 

things have been created through Him and for Him. 
 

Hebrews 1:14 (NIV) Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will  

inherit salvation? 
 

• Angels do not marry or die:   
 

Matthew 22:30 (NASB) “For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in    

marriage, but are like angels in heaven.  

 

Luke 20:36 (NIV)  and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s 

children, since they are   children of the resurrection.  
 

• There are different kinds of angels:  
 

Seraphim: שרפים seraphim "burning ones" sent by God 
as his instruments to inflict on the people the righteous 
penalty of sin. “comes from the root שרף  saraph, which 
signifies to burn, it has been translated fiery in the text. 
It is likely that St. Paul alludes to the seraphim, He-
brews 1:7” —Adam Clarks Commentary on the Old 
Testament  

   

Hebrews 1:7( NASB ) And of the angels He says, “Who 

makes His angels winds,  And His ministers a flame of fire.”  

Isaiah 6:1-6 (NIV) In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw 

the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train 
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of his robe filled the  temple. 2Above him 

were  seraphs, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they     

covered their feet, and with two they were 

flying. 3And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the 

whole earth is full of his glory.” 4At the 

sound of their voices the doorposts and 

thresholds shook and the temple was filled 

with smoke. 5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am  

ruined! For I am a man of   unclean lips, and 

I live among a   people of   unclean lips, and 

my eyes have seen the King, the LORD    

Almighty.” 6Then one of the seraphs flew to 

me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 

taken with tongs from the  altar   (Ezekiel 

1:13-14; Revelation 4:6) 
 

Cherubim: The name cherub (cherubim plural) denotes the power of knowing and   
beholding God. He dwelleth between and sitteth on the cherubim (1 Sam. 4:4; Ps. 
80:1; Ezek. 1:26, 28). Ezekiel (1:4-14) speaks of four; and this number of "living     
creatures" is mentioned in Rev. 4:6. Those on the ark are called the "cherubim of 
glory" (Heb. 9:5), i.e., of the Shechinah, or cloud of glory, for on them the visible glory 
of God rested.  

 
Ezekiel 10:3-5 Now the cherubim were standing on the right side of the temple when the 

man entered, and the cloud filled the inner court. 4Then the glory of the LORD went up 

from the cherub to the threshold of the temple, and the temple was filled with the cloud and 

the court was filled with the brightness of the glory of the LORD. 5Moreover, the sound of 

the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer court, like the voice of God         

Almighty when He speaks. 

 

• Angels are personal beings, some possessing names:       
      

Gabriel (Daniel 8:16), Michael (Daniel 10:13, 21)  
 

• Angels can appear in human form: 
 

Genesis 19:1 (NIV) The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in 

the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with 

his face to the ground. 
 

Luke 24:3 - 4 (NIV) 3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord        

Jesus. 4While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed 

like lightning stood beside them.  

 

• Angels can be invisible:  
 

Numbers 22:31 (NIV) Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the 
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LORD standing in the road with his sword drawn. 

So he bowed low and fell facedown. 

 

• Angels have free will and can choose to 
be disobedient: 
 

Jude 1:6 (NLT) And I remind you of the angels 

who did not stay within the limits of authority God 

gave them but left the place where they belonged. 

God has kept them chained in prisons of darkness, 

waiting for the day of judgment. 
 

2 Peter 2:4 (NIV)  For if God did not spare angels 

when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them 

into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;  

 

• Angels are very numerous: 
 

Daniel 7:10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands 

ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment 

was set, and the books were opened. 
 

Matthew 26:53 (NIV) Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at 

my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  

 
Thayer Definition: a legion, a body of soldiers whose number differed at different times, 
and in the time of Augustus seems to have consisted of 6826 men (i.e. 6100 foot soldiers, 
and 726 horsemen) 
 
“amounting to above seventy-two thousand.” —Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the New 
Testament 

 

Hebrews 12:22 (NIV) But you have come to Mount 

Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living 

God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of 

angels in joyful  assembly,  

 

• Angels are not to be worshiped: 
 

Colossians 2:18 (NIV) Do not let anyone who       

delights in false humility and the worship of  angels 

disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into 

great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiri-

tual mind puffs him up with idle notions.  
 

Revelation 19:9 - Revelation 19:10 (NIV) Then the 

angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are 

invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’” And he 

added, “These are the true words of God.” 10At this I 

fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Do 
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not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony 

of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
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